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DIOCESAN CONVENTION HELD

The annual diocesan
convention convened in
Anchorage, Alaska from
October 8 — 11, 20009.
A clergy retreat
preceded the
convention on October
7, 2009.

The convention theme
was “Finding and
Sharing Our Old and
New Treasures”. The
theme was taken from
Matthew:

And he said to them,
“Therefore every
scribe who has been
trained for the
kingdom of heaven is
like a householder
who brings out  of his
treasure what is new
and what is old.”

Matthew 13:52

(RSV)

Graciously hosted by
St. Mary's Episcopal
Church, attendees were
well fed and cared for
during the gathering.

Each of the four
deaneries was
represented and clergy
was in abundance.
Chaired by Assisting
Bishop Rustin Kimsey,
the convention was
informative, reflective
and productive. More in
this issue...

MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

November 16 - Since Gretchen and | returned to Oregon our daily thoughts
and prayers have been with and about you. Your generosity, hospitality and
thoughtfulness warmed our hearts and we thank you. You have also caused
me to push the calendar forward a bit to the season of Advent, the

four weeks prior to Christmas. | do this for a couple of reasons. The first
being that I love Advent; the second being that the Diocese of Alaska has
much to anticipate, standing on tip-toe to see what God is going to be about
in our lives in the coming months. We know we will be re-visited by the Holy
One in the Christmas moment, remembering and celebrating God's decision
to become flesh and dwell among us as one of us. And as we live into the
New Year with Epiphany and Lent directing us toward Holy Week and the joy
of Easter, we will be within reach of the Diocesan and Electing Convention in

April.

So, let us reflect for a moment about Advent. The word that pops into my
mind when | think of Advent is hope. Our time with you in our Convention in
Anchorage looms large as | think about my hope for our Church. For those
reading this who were not in Anchorage, you should be proud and grateful for
the people who represented you that weekend. It is the power of stories |



BISHOP’S MESSAGE CONTINUED...

am remembering. Gretchen helped us with her reflections of her
personal journey as a Christian and a panel of native people invited us
into their lives with such bold honesty and radical truth-telling that our
community was, | believe, transformed. The power of the Spirit working
through these stories ignited the small groups, and the sharing that occurred
within those moments and our fellowship time was profound and filled with
hope. This is your gift to Gretchen and me and to the people of Alaska....the
lives you lead as Christian people are filled with whatever you need to be a
vital, exciting and hopeful community of faith. You simply need to find ways
to hear and tell your stories...ever seeking Christ's energy and direction to tell
your truth as it is with you and to be willing to take the next steps into Christ's
mission and ministry armed with the power of the Spirit.

Be bold, dear friends, with the Gospel of Jesus....be listeners to the stories
others carry, especially those with whom you may not agree.....seek
whatever you need to be free from fear.....and be embraced by the peace of
Christ.

Faithfully yours in Christ,
Rustin, Assisting Bishop for the Diocese of Alaska

Bishop Kimsey confers with The Rev. Canon Ginny Doctor

Assisting Bishop Kimsey
prepares for the opening
Eucharist of the 2009

Diocesan Convention.




STANDING COMMITTEE SEATED

THE NINE MEMBER
STANDING COMMITTEE,
ELECTED BY THE
CONVENTION AND WITH
OFFICERS SELECTED BY
COMMITTEE MEMBERS, IS
Now COMPRISED AS
FoLLows:

THE REV. BOB STEVENS
PRESIDENT
Southeast Clergy

MARY MARGARET DAVIS
VICE PRESIDENT
Interior Lay

THE REV. JOHN HOLZ
Interior Clergy

THE REV. CONNIE JONES
South Central Clergy

Barbara Chase
South Central Lay

BARBARA LEARMONTH
SECRETARY
Southeast Lay

THE REV. JERRY
NORTON
Arctic Coast Clergy

MARTIN OKTOLLIK
Arctic Coast Lay

THE REV. DAWN ALLEN-
HERRON

At Large

South Central Lay

FROM THE STANDING COMMITTEE

To Fr. Michael Burke
and the members of
St. Mary's

On behalf of the
Standing Committee |
would like to offer our
sincere appreciation for
all the hard work that
went in to making the
Diocesan Convention
the success that it was.

The warm friendly
atmosphere and
welcoming attitude

To the Bishop's Staff,

The Standing Committee
would like to thank you for
your work preparing for
the Diocesan Convention.
At a time when your work
was already burdened
without

made us feel at home.
We know that a lot of
hard work went in to this
convention. We felt that
your warm reception led
to the feeling that we
are all part of a big
family and that we
share many things in
common as the
Episcopal Diocese of
Alaska.

To all those that
opened your homes to
us, prepared food,

a permanent bishop you
made the flow of work to
be done flawless.

Thank you not only for
your work at this

convention but everything

you have done for

provided transportation,
and all the many
ministries that went into
this convention we
sincerely thank you.
May we never lose sight
of the fact that first and
foremost we are a
family of God. We will
all share good
memories of this
convention for years to
come.

Faithfully,

Fr. Bob Stevens
President

this diocese in the
absence of a bishop over
the past years.



BISHOP DISCERNMENT COMMITTEE REPORT

By: Stacy Thorpe, Committee Communications
Liaison

What a whirlwind of activity your Bishop
Discernment Committee has been involved
in since our last communication! We have
been prayerfully discerning the incredible
ministries of the 24 applicants who were
willing to have their name put forth for
consideration of the position of our next
bishop. This has meant many, many hours
for each of our members reading resumes,
profiles, and the heartfelt answers to our
guestions. It has also found us checking
references.

The last weekend in September, our full
committee gathered together in Anchorage
to collectively, prayerfully discern each
candidate. Much discussion was held over
the information provided by each candidate,
as well as the reference check information
we had gained. After many hours of talk
and prayer, we were led to invite eight
candidates to join us for phone interviews
the following weekend. We sent them four
of the eight prepared questions for our
telephone interviews to help them prepare
for our call.

Throughout the coming week, we did a
further round of reference checks on those
continuing individuals, as well as prayerfully
re-read their application packets. During
that week, we were disappointed to have
one of our candidates drop their name from
the process for personal discernment
reasons. So, the first weekend in October,
again we met in Anchorage, to hold seven
telephone interviews. We began Friday
night, all sitting in a circle of our B & B living

room, with our speakerphone in the middle.
We began with the four prepared questions,
and then moved on to four additional
guestions. Each candidate had a couple
specific questions, raised from their
application packets as well. This process
lasted 45 minutes for each interview.
Following each interview, our group would
discuss and pray for the candidate and their
ministries, take a short break, then begin
again with a new candidate. On Saturday,
we worked over 14 hours! By the end of the
weekend, we were confident we had five
outstanding candidates we needed to see in
action. Five site visits out to their locations
to see them working in their communities.
We contacted these individuals and began
to set up our travels, two committee
members to each location. We also began
the mandatory background checks through
the Oxford Document Management
company.

During that following week, before Diocesan
Convention, one of our final candidates
prayerfully withdrew from discernment due
to family conflicts. And now that left four.
Four wonderful, God filled, Spirit led,
candidates to be added to the one
candidate remaining from our first part of
our search process. At the end of October,
beginning of November, our committee will
be traveling in different directions to visit
each of these candidates. We will be
meeting with them, their families, their
wardens, vestries, secretaries, musicians,
congregations, Bishops and communities.

Stay Informed at:
www.alaskabishopsearch.org

Subscribe to the RSS feed and you'll know the minut

e an update is posted on the website!




NEW MINISTRY IN DIOCESE

By: Fr. Dave Elsensohn

In September of 2007
Mike McConnell was
installed as Verger at
St. Peters By-the-Sea in
Sitka. Mike's installation
heralds the beginning of
a new ministry, not only
at St. Peters, but also in
the Diocese of Alaska.

Since Mike’s
installation, two more
Vergers have been
installed, Jenny Wood
as second Verger at St
Peters in Sitka, and
Barry Jack at St. Mary’s
Anchorage. Several
other parishes have

UNITED THANK OFFERING

By: Winnie Nowak,
Diocesan UTO
Coordinator

The Fall Ingathering
was held on Sunday,
October 25, 2009.

Please have your
contribution mailed to
me by the last day of
November.

Contributions should be
made out to UTO,
Diocese of Alaska and
mailed to me at 207 W.
22nd Ave,

Anchorage, Alaska
99503.

inquired about the office
of Verger, and we are
excited at the prospect
of this ministry
continuing to grow in
the Diocese.

If you are interested in
becoming a Verger or
have any questions
please feel free to
contact either Mike
McConnell at:
mike@tongass.com
or Fr. Dave Elsensohn
at: david@stpeters-
sitka.us

If you want to learn
more about Vergers,
their history, and duties

Again this past year our
Diocese was not the
recipient of a grant.

We had submitted one
and we will try hard
again this coming

grant application period.

Applications should be
in the Diocesan Office.
If you are thinking

of applying please be in
touch with their office.
Be sure and read the

in the Church, you can
check out the Vergers
page on the St Peters
Web site at:
http://stpeters-
sitka.org/verger.aspx

The Vergers guild web
site at:
http://www.vergers.org/

Or check out our blog

at: Above: Barry Jack,
http://alaskaverger.blog Verger of St. Mary’'s
spot.com/ Anchorage.

VERGER: From the
Latin virga — a branch,
rod or staff.

Vergers date back to
the early Church of
England. Theirs is a
“behind the scenes”
ministry. They are
typically responsible for
shepherding celebrants
in a service and taking
care of logistical
details.

instruction sheet and
submit on the current
form by the deadline.

Our Spring Ingathering
was down considerably
so perhaps we can
increase it a little this
fall.

Thank you all for taking
part in this vital mission
of our Church. Peace
and blessings.



CONVENTION OFFERINGS

By: Suzanne Krull,

Diocesan Administrator This fund provides $1,117.17, with
scholarships $558.58 going to The
Praise God! We for convention Rev. Whitney's
received, which means delegate fees for Discretionary Fund.
you gave, a total of congregations who Saturday Night's St.
$2,341.69 during the otherwise would not Simeon and St. Anna
Praise God from convention offerings this be able to send a Service offering was
year. With the delegate. The opening $374.00. We give God
Whom All exception of Friday Eucharist offering was thanks and praise for
. night’s offering, $850.52. Friday the gift of generosity.
Bless'ngs Flow.... which half will go to The night's service We have added
Rev. Ann Whitney's celebrating Ann $1,783.11 to the
Discretionary Fund, the Whitney's Ordination Delegate Assistance
Convention Offerings to the priesthood, a Fund.
will go to the Delegate confirmation and
Fee Assistance Fund. baptism offering was God is Good!

ANN WHITNEY ORDAINED

The Rev. Ann Whitney was
ordained to the priesthood
on October 9, 2009 during
the diocesan convention.

Her ordination service
included an exuberant
sermon by The Rev. Paul
Klitzke, with whom she
works at St. David’'s Church,
Wasilla.

The NaUSka Sa|m0n Commur"ty will suspend their

weekly worship for the remainder of the year, while we listen and pray and seek God’s
guidance for the future of our Native urban ministry. We invite all to join with us at
Sunday worship in our local Episcopal churches, and commit to hold one another in
prayer during this time.

The Rev Gayle Nauska, convener and missioner



THE BISHOP’S ADDRESS

The following is but a very brief excerpt from the Bishop’s Address, delivered on October 8,
2009 at the opening diocesan convention Eucharist. For the full text of the address please
visit www.episcopalak.org or call the office for a copy.

As you await the results of your very able discernment committee...think on

Jeremiah’s words: Before | formed you in the womb | knew you, and bef
were born | consecrated you.

ore you

The temptation for us at this time in our history as
a diocese is to think that Jeremiah’s vision of his call relates to your new
bishop...whoever that is to be. | pray that it will be so...BUT | want to emphasize
that Jeremiah’s call is your call as well. | have been your assisting bishop since
February of this year and | have visited Nenana, Venetie, Fort Yukon, Chalkyitsik,
Arctic Village, Point Lay, Fairbanks, Wrangell, Sitka, Ketchikan, Juneau, three
congregations in Anchorage, Wasilla, Kodiak, North Pole, Eagle River, Kenai,
Homer, Seward, Eagle, Minto, Steven's Village, Allakaket, Hughes, Huslia,
Kotzebue, Point Hope and Kivalina. The call of God that resounded in Jeremiah’s
mind and heart echoes through those villages, towns and cities as well.

The awesome variety of people who live into God’s call within this Diocese is
staggering. Itis a call heard in different ways...but our people know it is the same
Voice. They also respect the uniqueness of the various faith communities that
make up our diocese, knowing that he way God’s Presence is embraced and
known is determined by the people who make up that village or town or city.

CONVENTION KEYNOTES

Convention delegates
and attendees were
treated to two keynote
addresses.

The first address was
by Father Michael
Oleksa, a Russian
Orthodox priest and
gifted speaker. He
used his own personal
life stories to illustrate
cross cultural
communication
practices, issues and
solutions.

He began his address
with the statement “Any
ministry in Alaska

involves cross culture.”

Having lived in twelve
villages in Alaska since
his arrival some forty
years ago, he
recognizes that each
location, each culture
will have its own rituals
and communication
styles that should be
respected.

The second keynote
was offered by
Gretchen Kimsey.
Married for forty-eight
years to our Assisting
Bishop, Rustin Kimsey,
she taught pre-

kindergarten for
twenty-five years.

Soft spoken, Mrs.
Kimsey shared a
strong message
pertaining to her topic
“Reconciling our
Theology — Who are
We?” Using her life
story she wove a
narration that showed
that while we all
undertake an
individual journey we
are also united as
children of God.

Father Michael Oleksa,
Keynote Speaker on “Working
Together to find Our
Treasures”.



The Venerable Anna Frank Honored

The Venerable Anna

Frank, long time Native

Missioner of the
diocese, was honored
by the Alaska
Federation of Natives
(AFN) for her work in
prison ministries. The
Ven. Frank received
the AFN President’s
Award for Public
Service at the annual
October

THERE'S SOMETHING DIFFERENT ABOUT

THE NEWLETTER...

AFN Convention in
Anchorage.

Later, a Fairbanks
community gathering
was held to celebrate
Anna’s work. Over
three hundred people
attended the potluck
supper, including
leaders from the local
native organizations.

OUR LADY OF ALASKA

This beautiful icon, called
“Our Lady of Alaska”, was
received during convention.
Created by Sherry Lynch in
partnership with her
husband Ron Ridnour, it
depicts the Virgin Mary and
Child. Created for the
Southeast Deanery Native
Convocation, it utilizes
traditional Tlinget design.

For more about the icon
visit the diocesan website
at
www.episcopalak.org

Dear Readers:

In an effort to improve the newsletter we have changed the format of the
Good News . We hope the readers will find it to be an “easier read” than
the old format, which dictated very short and few stories. The new format
also makes for easier printing, with 8.5” x 11" pages printed double sided.
We will continue to mail hard copies to each church and make the
newsletter available on the diocesan website. (Photographs will continue
to be a challenge with a black and white newsletter, but may be seen in full
resolution on the website.) Please let us know your comments about the
newsletter. You can email Shirley Lee at slee99@gci.org or call her at 907-
452-3040.

While we strive to publish the newsletter every month on a consistent
basis, that is not always the case. (Notice this newsletter is a double issue
for October and November!) If you wish to submit an article or photograph
for the newsletter please send it to Shirley Lee at the email above. Written
submission should be in paragraph form without any other formatting.
Please have your submissions in by the first Wednesday of each month.
Submissions are encouraged from all the deaneries — we love to hear what
our brothers and sisters are doing from Point Hope to Ketchikan!

Thank you and Happy Thanksgiving!

Shirley Lee
Diocesan Communications Specialist



