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BISHOP CANDIDATES ANNOUNCED

In a January 11, 2010
letter to the members
of the Episcopal
Diocese of Alaska,
Standing Committee
President The Rev.
Bob Stevens
announced the four
candidates for the VIII
Bishop of Alaska.
They are:

The Rev. Canon
Virginia “Ginny”
Doctor

The Rev. Canon
Doctor serves as
Canon to the
Ordinary for the
Diocese of Alaska
and Assisting Vicar,
St. James’ Mission in
Tanana, Alaska.

The Very Rev.
Mark Lattime

The Very Rev.
Lattime is Rector at
St. Michael's
Episcopal Church in
Geneseo, New York.

The Very Rev.
Timothy Sexton

The Very Rev. Sexton
serves as Provost
and Canon Admin-
istrator at the
Cathedral of St.
Andrew in Honolulu,

Hawaii.

The Rev. Suzanne
Watson.

The Rev. Watson
currently serves as
Priest Associate at
Christ and Holy
Trinity in Westport,
Connecticut. She
most recently also
served at the
Episcopal Church
Center in New York
City.

The candidates were
announced after
much prayerful work
by the Bishop’s

“Candidates”
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CANDIDATES...

Discernment Committee.

Candidate information, including their resumes and responses to six essay
guestions, were sent to each church. Additionally, a DVD with the candidates
providing more information was sent to each church the last week of January.
All material, including the DVDs, is available online at
www.alaskabishopsearch.org.

Also, once approved by the Standing Committee, a “fly-about” schedule of the
dates and places to be visited by the candidates will be announced.

NOMINATION BY PETITION PROCESS NOW OPEN

In addition to bishop candidates being put forth by the Bishop’s Discernment
Committee, candidates may also be nominated through a petition process.
This process essentially is “nominating from the floor” and is done before the
electing convention. Nominations through this process are due by midnight,
February 12, 2010 . The deadline allows for background checks to be done
prior to convention. Details on the process were mailed to all churches and
may be found online at www.alaskabishopsearch.org.

We Remember...

(Picture by John Ritter)

Well Done Thy Good and Faithful Servant

Rev. Mardow Solomon Sr.
Born Aug. 8, 1927
Died Jan. 20, 2010

So says the inscription on his cross. He was laid to rest in Fort Yukon,
his beloved village where he ministered. He is survived by his 101 year
old mother, Hannah Solomon, seven children and many relatives. His
quiet humor and good work will be missed.



DIOCESAN CONVENTION

How Many Delegates Can We Send To The Diocesan
Convention, April 8-11, 2010?

With Convention quickly
approaching, we wanted
to make sure congrega-
tions understood the
determination of how
many delegates each
congregation is allowed.

Each congregation is
entitled to send their
Rector or Clergy in
Charge as a delegate
and one other delegate
(clergy or lay) for each
one hundred, or fraction
thereof, communicant
members or members in
good standing.

All delegates shall be
communicants, lay or
clergy, in good standing
of the Parish or Mission
that they represent. If
there is no Rector or
Clergy in Charge or the
clergy is unable to attend,
the congregation shall be
entitled to send a

delegate, clergy or lay,
in the clergy delegate
place.

For example, St.
“Swithens” currently
does not have a Clergy
in Charge and they have
reported on their
Parochial Report 147
Communicants. They
are entitled to 3
delegates (clergy or lay).
One delegate as their
clergy (since they don’t
have a Rector or Clergy
in Charge they may
send a substitute, clergy
or lay), and two
additional delegates,
one for the first hundred
communicates and one
for the fraction (47) of
the next hundred
communicants.

Communicants are
reported on the annual
Parochial Reports. The

Standing Committee has
approved that the
communicants that will
be used to determine
how many delegates are
entitled from each
congregation will be
those reported on the
most current Parochial
Report filed by March 1,
2010, which is the
deadline for filing
Parochial Reports.

If your congregation has
their 2009 Parochial
Report filed by March 1,
2010, that is the data that
will be used. If, however,
the 2009 Parochial
Report has not been filed
by March 1, 2010, the
2008 Parochial Report
data will be used to
determine number of
entitled delegates.

Just a reminder, we will be electing the VIII Bisho p
of Alaska at the Convention in April! Registration
forms have been mailed out!




KAIROS MINISTRY

By: The Rev. Marian Nickelson

Kairos is a Greek word meaning in God’s time. Kairos Prison Ministry International operates
Kairos Weekends in medium and maximum security prisons in the United States and several
other countries. A Kairos Weekend in a prison is like a Crusillo Weekend or a Walk to Emmaus
Weekend on the outside. Wildwood Correctional Complex in Kenai has had four such
weekends and Hiland Mountain Correctional Center in Eagle River has had nine weekends.

The weekend starts on Thursday evening and goes through Sunday afternoon. The inmates do
not leave the gym where the weekend meets during the day. They listen to talks, worship, and
eat wonderful meals that are prepared and brought into the institution by a team of volunteers
operating out of a local church.

There are two teams of volunteers who work the weekend. The outside team prepares all the
meals, snacks and transports them to the prison. The inside team consists of two groups. One
group works behind the scenes getting the meals on the tables, snacks out at the right times,
and in general sees that everything is going according to the schedule. The other group
consists of two lay people and one clergy person for each of six tables. These are the folks who
give the talks and lead the discussions. There are six inmates at each table.

On Friday night each participating inmate is given a bag of six cookies and Saturday night every
inmate and correction officer in the institution is given a bag of cookies. This means the
weekend requires a lot of homemade cookies. Team members get members of their churches
and friends to bake cookies before the weekend.

The weekend requires a lot of prayer. Each team member is required to get folks to sign up for
30 minute blocks of time around the clock. These times are written on strips of colored paper
then cut and made into a long chain to be hung around the gym where the weekend is held.
Because of the time difference relatives and friends of team members from all over the world
are asked to pray.

Team members are asked to write a letter of encouragement for each inmate. These letters are
given to inmates during the weekend. A weekend costs about $150.00 per inmate. This money
is raised by team members from their local churches and from other donations.

The patrticipants in a Kairos weekend are encouraged to continue meeting after the original
weekend. Team members who are able continue to go to the prison and help the inmates
conduct weekly meetings and periodic reunions.

A Kairos Weekend in prison is a wonderful way to show Jesus’ love to folks who have not had a
great deal of love shown to them. A Kairos Weekend is a wonderful experience for team
members as well.



HOLY SPIRIT NEWS

By: Suzanne Krull,
Diocesan Administrator

Congratulations to Holy Spirit, Eagle River for paying off their
Developmental Loan Fund Loan.

Holy Spirit took on the loan in 1999 to rebuild their

church and made their final payment in December 2009.

FROM THE STANDING COMMITTEE

Summary by:

The Rev. Connie
Jones, Standing
Committee Member

The Standing
Committee of the
Diocese gathered in
Fairbanks from
January 15 to 17,
2010 at the diocesan
offices for a face-to-
face meeting.

All members were
able to be present,
with the exception of
one member who had
business obligations
elsewhere in the
state.

Members of the office
staff and Assisting
Bishop Rustin Kimsey
were also all able to
be with us.

The meeting was a
fruitful one, looking

forward as it did to
the upcoming
Electing Convention
at Meier Lake in
April.

Much of the meeting
was spent reviewing
the Diocesan Budget
for the coming year
with the guidance of
Suzanne Krull,
Diocesan Budget
Officer.

We also had a good
chance (office staff
and Standing
Committee members)
to catch up on what is
going well in the
smooth maintenance
of business of the
Diocese, and what
needs to be attended

to as we anticipate a
new Bishop among
us.

During the meeting,
we received news
that Carrie Oktollik of
Point Hope had been
approved by the
Commission on
Ministry for ordination
to the trans-

itional Diaconate,
which the Standing
Committee then
approved
unanimously. That
ordination will take
place during the
regular meeting of the
Arctic Coast Deanery
in Point Hope.



BISHOP DISCERNMENT COMMITTEE REPORT

By: Stacy Thorpe, Committee Communications
Liaison

And then there were four... Upon completing
the onsite travel visits to our finalists in October
and November, the Discernment Committee
gathered in Anchorage for the final time the first
weekend in December. Although our gathering
had several agenda items, the majority of our
time was spent sharing information gained from
our onsite visits. As we discussed these visits,
we lifted each candidate and their family up in
prayer. Finally, we each weighed in individually,
with our own thoughts, regarding each
candidate. With this collective discernment, we
prayerfully selected those names to move
forward to the Standing Committee.

We are proud of the prayerful work we have
done. We are confident we remained true to the
desires of our diocese, as represented in our
Diocesan Profile. We are relieved our work is
done and eager to see God’s new direction for
our diocese.

It was our pleasure to recommend to the
Standing Committee the following candidates for
the 8" Bishop of Alaska (in alphabetical order):

The Rev. Canon Ginny Doctor, 59 - Fairbanks,
Alaska

The Very Rev. Mark Lattime — 43 — Geneseo,
New York

The Very Rev. Timothy Sexton, 61 - Honolulu,
Hawaii

The Rev. Suzanne Watson — 47 — Westport,
Connecticut

We hope the information sent to clergy and
congregations, and also posted on the website
at www.alaskabishopsearch.org will help
introduce these people to you.

Just to ensure the breadth & diversity of
candidates has been considered for our
position of 8" Bishop of Alaska, a way to
nominate additional candidates is also
available. The “Petition Process”, which is
the equivalent of taking “nominations from
the floor,” is currently open. The process is
thoroughly explained on our webpage,
which is also where the application can be
found. Utilizing this process will give
opportunity for any nominees to have their
information published and to participate in
the fly-about. It also allows us to
accomplish the necessary background
checks before the candidates could officially
be considered as our Bishop.

Our final candidates will participate in a fly-
about, around the diocese in late February,
early March 2010. This trip will take the
candidates to each of the four deaneries to
get a chance for the people of our diocese
to meet and greet the candidates and their
spouses.

Our electing convention for the 8" Bishop of
Alaska is scheduled to take place April 9-10,
2010, at Meier Lake, Wasilla. Then, mark
your calendars for September 4, 2010,
when we will gather at the Dean’ina Center
in Anchorage with the Presiding Bishop to
consecrate the 8" Bishop of Alaskal!

We want to extend our heartfelt thanks to
our consultant, Betsy Greenman, who
faithfully and patiently led us through both
phases of our search. Please continue to
keep these final candidates and your
Discernment & Transition Committees in
your prayers as our Diocese takes another
step in continuing God’s journey. We are
marching in the light of God!

Stay Informed at:
www.alaskabishopsearch.org

Subscribe to the RSS feed and you'll know the minut

e an update is posted on the website!




SAFE CHURCH TRAINING

By: The Rev. David Blanchett

As we begin the New Year and new vestry members are elected, ministries are discussed and leaders
chosen, let us remember our obligation to God, the diocese and people in the pews to have a Safe
Church.

Safe Church Training is required in the Episcopal Diocese of Alaska for all who engage in ministry in the
church. The following are required to have such training:

i Clergy 0 Nursery workers
U Candidates for Holy Orders U Child Caregivers
U Lay Pastors U Weekday teachers
U Missioners i Mentors of youth or adults
U Spiritual Directors U All paid employees
U Stephen Ministers U All managers and supervisors
U Lay Eucharistic Ministers i Those who visit the sick and shut-in
i Volunteers who engage in ministry in regularly
Alaska from another state 0 And others as determined by the
U0 Sunday school teachers Diocese of Alaska.

All other parish members age 17 and over are encouraged to attend congregation sessions designed just
for them.

EPISCOPAL ACADEMY FOR GOSPEL LEADERSHIP AND
EVANGELISM PROGRAM BEGINS

Left to Right
Front Row: Whitney Demientieff, Joseph Mighell

Back Row: Angela Hughes, Nichole Kruger, Ira
Snelling and Amanda Frank

In mid-December 2009 six enthusiastic young adults convened in Fairbanks to begin a one year training
program known as the Episcopal Academy for Gospel Leadership and Evangelism (EAGLE).

The in-person session focused on church history and was taught by The Rev. Montie Slusher. The group
will continue training for licensure as laity, ready to serve the church! Applications are still being accepted.
Contact Shirley Lee for more information at slee99@gci.net or telephone 907-452-3040.




WINTER TALK ATTENDED

By: Shirley Lee

In mid-January 2010,
| traveled to Atmore,
Alabama to attend
Winter Talk.

Winter Talk is an
annual gathering of
Native leaders in the
Episcopal Church.

The focus of this
session was
Domestic Poverty and
Anti-Racism, both
issues addressed by
resolution at the 2009
General Convention
in Anaheim,

California.

Winter Talk was
graciously hosted by
the Poarch Band of
Creek Indians at St.
Anna’s Episcopal
Church in rural
Atmore.

Ms. Lee was honored
to help facilitate a
youth discussion on
the Winter Talk
topics, together with
Deacons Terry Star,
Brandon Mauai and
Angela Goodhouse.

Youth attended from
Hawaii, North Dakota,
Nevada, Washington
and Alabama.

Many new family
members in Christ
were met and
connections made.

Discussion will
continue on the topics
as the national church
works to address the
challenges of anti-
poverty and anti-
racism.

GOOD NEWS SUBMISSIONS WELCOME!

The Good News is meant to reflect the different voices of our diocese. Your
submissions are most welcome! Written submission should be in paragraph form

without any other formatting. Please have your submissions in by the first Wednesday

of each month. If you have any questions please contact Shirley Lee at
slee99@gci.net or at 907-452-3040. Thank you!




